Amendments To The Claims 

1 . {currently amended) An isolated and purified nucleic acid molecule that encodes 
serine protease T and has a nucleotide sequence corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:1 or 
S£QJD.NO.:8, and funct i onal dor i vot i vos thoroof . 

2. (currently amended) The isolated and purified nucleic acid molecule of claim 1, 
having a nucleotide sequence corresponding to s olo ctod from a group cons i st i ng of: 
(S£QJD.NO.:1 ), (SEQ. I D.NO.8) and funct i ona l dor i votivos thoroof . 

3. {canceled), 

4. (currently amended) An expression vector, wherein said vector contains a 
nucleic acid molecule having a nucleotide seguence corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:1 or 
S£QJD.NO.:8 that encodes soquonco e ncoding serine protease T having an amino acid 
seguence corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:7 or SEQ.ID.NO.:9 prot e in, and functiona l 
derivatives thoroof . 

5. (currently amended) The expression vector of claim 4, wherein the nuc le ic ac i d 
nucleotide sequence corresponds to encod i ng prot e as e T protin e i s sele ct e d from a group 
consisting of ( SEQ.ID.NO.:1 ), (SEQ.ID.NO.8) and functiona l dor i vat i vos thoroof . 

6. (canceled). 

7. (original) A recombinant host cell containing the expression vector of claim 4. 

8. (currently amended). The recombinant host of claim 7, wherein sa i d e xpr e ss i on 
vector conta i ns a nucl e ic a c i d the nucleotide sequence of the nucleic acid molecule 
contained in the expression vector corresponds to s e l e cted from a group consisting of 
(S£QJD.NO.:1 ), (SEQ. I D.NO.8) and funct i ona l d e r i vativ e s th e r e of . 

9. (canceled). 
10-13. (canceled). 

1 4. (currently amended) A process for expression of serine protease T prot e in in a 
recombinant host cell, comprising: 

(a) transferring an the expression vector of C l a i m A containing a nucleic 
acid molecule having a nucleotide seguence corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:1 or 
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S£QJD.N0.:8 that encodes serine protease T having an amino acid sequence 
corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:7 or SEQ.1D.NQ.:9 into suitable host cells; and 

(b) culturing the host cells of step (a) under conditions which allow 
expression of the serine protease T prot e in from the expression vector. 
15-20. (canceled). 

21 . (currently amended) A kit comprising a nucleic acid sequence selected from a 
group consisting of SEQ.ID.NO.:1 and SEQ.ID.NO.:8, nucleic acid sequence that encodes 
serine protease T prote i n according having an amino acid seguence corresponding to 
SEQJD.NO.:7, and fragments thereof. 

22-27. (canceled). 

28. (nevtf The isolated and purified nucleic acid molecule of claim 1 , having a 
nucleotide sequence corresponding to SEQ.ID.NO.:8. 

29. (new) The expression vector of claim 4, wherein the nucleotide sequence 
, corresponds to SEQ.ID.NO.:8. 

30. (new) The recombinant host of claim 7, wherein the nucleotide sequence of the 
nucleic acid molecule contained in the expression vector corresponds to SEQ.ID.NO.:8. 



